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Battle or estimated enemy strength knew that i-zq xv'ere going to 
be changing our numbers consistently and I thought it was bad 
policy to come out with a set of numbers that looked as though 
they had been written in cement, 

Mr. Carver, On XI October 1967 we took specific exception 
to that briefing in the latter sent to the Depar-tmant of 
Defense, 

Mr. Hasten. May I ask unanimous consent to use my next 
time period at this time? 

Mr. Dellums. Without objection. The gentleman is 
recognised for five minutes. 

Mr. Hasten. Go ahead. 

Mr. Carver. On 11 October they sent the draft of that 
briefing over to the Agency for coiment. Ws were talking 
again, as Mr.’ I'Jaish said, about the press briefing that MACV 
proposed to give. We are not talking about the estimate. We 
are not talking about the results of the Saigon conference. 

Mr. Hasten. If I may interrupt for just a moment, 

Mr. Adams, referring in these comments to what he called -the 
draft briefing, at the beginning of the paragraph that I 
quoted from, began, "The draft briefing was so blatantly mis- 
leading tliat it znade some CXA. -officials question the wisdom" 
et cetera, et cetera. 

I think we are referring to the same thing, but what you 
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lyir. Carver. On the i3th of October I sent I4r, Goulding, 
who was then Assistant Secretas:^/ of Defense for Public Affairs, 
a memorandum !L was at that time Mr. Helms’ Special Assistant 
for Vietnamese Affaxrs — on the proposed press briefing, 
taking eicception to saying we have reviewed it and V 7 e have 
serious substantive cind procedural problems with it and cannot 
support it or concur in its use. 

Then X went on for three pages explaining why. 

Mr, Hasten, The fact is you pointed out your objections 
to the briefing that was about to take place or at least there 
■were some questions as to the niimbers but you believe you took 
a position, 

Mr, Carver, That is right, Mr, Helms was not responsible 

for the briefing given by the MACV PIO. 

Mr. Hasten. Who was responsible for that briefing? 

Mr, Walsh. I4r. Hasten, 1 might add a footnote to what 

George has said because even though wa wrote that memorandum 

to Phil Golding, we had had some influence on what the final 

draft of the briefing was like when it was given, I believe, 

in November and then it v;as much more in accordance with the 

numbers that were in the estimate. 

We still had not associated ourselves with it. 

Mr, Hasten. In another part of the Adams testimony he 

referred to an article on November 24 and gees back to a 
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. strengths ia We also did oar bet ^to call attention 

. to areas *vliere the evidence was spongy and V 7 e had to either 
use ranges or any figuires were liable i:o be misleading. We 
were not infallible bnt we certainly tried to be as candid and 
accurate as we could be. 

r-ir. McClory. Were you surprised vvhen President Johnson 
announced that he would not seek reelection? 

Mr, Carver. Yes, sir- I was, . 

iir, McClory. That did occur — what? About ten days 
after this briefing paper was handed to the President? 

Mr. Carver, It occurred very close to it. 

y 

What actually happened was President Johnson convened a t 
group of advisers known colloquially as the Wise Men. I was 
one of the officers called upon to brief him on the Tet 
Offensive, the others being !-ir. Habib and General DePuy. He 
vras somewhat taken back by their reconmiandations . He had me 
dovm in the Cabinet Room for tv7o hours to hear the briefing I 
had given them. 

Soon thereafter he stap.ped dovrn, but I don't think there 
was any connection betaAreen the te/o, 

Mr. McClory. Just coincidence. 

Mr. Carver. That is right. 

Mr, McClory. I yield the balance of my time to my 
colleague, i-ir. Treen. 




Mr. Traen. Thank you, Mr. McClory. 

Approved For Release 2004/05/13 : CIA-RDP91M00696R0005001 00004-7 



